CIPLAK AYAKLAR KUMPANYASI
Manifest - 2003

Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi

prefers to be the broken string of the instrument rather than the player.

It is open to any kind of dream. It is against all forms of violence.

It might be useful for thinking, discussing, and talking.

It does not have to be kept beyond the reach of children.

It prefers “singing songs rather than listening to songs”.

It is in the process of experimentation and it prefers to remain so.

It dreams to form a multiple structure through dance, theater, music, video,
etc.

It is itself “a dream-land” referred to by Ilhan Berk in his poem “Bare

Foot”,or is in the search of such a “dream-land”.



CAK
A Dreamland: Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi

Founded in 2003 in Beyoglu, Istanbul, the company initially consisted mostly of contemporary
dance-based performers. They began their independent productions with early works such as
Why, Incu, Cima, Neden... and have since carried their artistic journey forward with pieces like
Mehmet Loves Barig, Davet, Engin-ar, Sehirde, Mavi, Ters Okyanus, Kontrol, Sen Balik Degilsin
Ki, Kiz Dogdu, Tiih!, Hayat Agaci, Gomidas’la Yolculuk, Hi¢bir Sey Yerinde Degil, Sar,
Tagsidiklarimiz, and Golge Veri.

The company has maintained complete independence in its production, performance, and
collaboration processes. Until settling into its own studio in Tophane in 2007, it rehearsed in
various dance spaces such as Mekan, Dans Bulusma Istanbul, CATI, and Aksanat. Its
international collaborations include working with French choreographer Charles Cré-Ange,
Dutch choreographer duo Diane Elshot & Frank Handeler, French dance collective CdansC,
Viola Hasselberg, Freiburg State Theater, and Portuguese choreographer Francisco Camacho.

Through festivals it organized—such as Istanbuldans, Performans Hareket Dans Giinleri, Diis
Ortaklig1 Giinleri, and Arazi Bulusmalari—the company has repeatedly brought together
performers and choreographers in the dance field.

Since its inception, the company has prioritized the sustainability of collaborative production
and the development of its own artistic language. This approach, expanding across the axes of
body, movement, performance, and workshops, has allowed the company to cultivate its own
audience and contribute both amateur and professional dancers to the field.

Today, the ensemble continues to keep dance at its core, operating from ¢akSTUDYO (Beyoglu)
and ¢cakARAZI (Iznik). Still chasing a dreamland, they keep dancing as they run.




cakSTUDYO

Founded in 2003,
the company spent
its early years
rehearsing and
conducting internal
work in Istanbul
studios such as
Aksanat, CATI, and
Dans Bulusma.
Between 2003 and
2006,
collaborations with
international
choreographers like
Charles Cré-Ange,
Diane Elshot, and Frank Handeler—along with late-night rehearsals for joint
projects—highlighted the need for the company to have its own studio.

During these years, Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi also organized festivals like istanbuldans and
PhD (Performance Movement Dance Days). Sometimes, a studio apartment in Asmalimescit or
a rented room at Dansbulugma served as a gathering space for the ensemble and a storage spot
for performance materials. However, the growing need to spend more time together led them to
a studio in the courtyard of Firuzaga Hamami in Tophane. Originally a storage space, then a
blacksmith’s shop, an AC repair shop, and an auto garage, the venue—with the help of many
friends—was transformed in 2007 into a rehearsal space. Over time, it evolved into a shared
production studio, serving as a living space, performance venue, and workshop hub.

Rooted in contemporary dance, the company has hosted workshops and produced works while
keeping its doors open to dancers, choreographers, instructors, technicians, musicians,
publishers, actors, photographers, carpenters, video artists, and people of all (or no)
professions—turning the studio into a creative meeting point.

The Studio Era Begins (2007—Present)

Shortly after establishing the Tophane studio in 2007, a new phase began with regular classes
and workshops. For years, every Tuesday and Thursday, participants from various backgrounds
gathered. The studio maintained an independent dance space format, hosting both local and
international instructors. Renowned artists such as Aydin Teker, Tugce Tuna, Ash Bostanci,
Tijen Lawton, Baris Mih¢i, Malou Airaudo, Mairi Pardalaki, Giiray Dincol, Yoshiko Chuma, Ingo
Rulecke, Alexandra Kazazou, Bruno Caverna, Bogdan Gochurov, Jurij Konjar, Leyla
Postalcioglu, Kelly Flansburg, and Maria Francesca Scaroni shared their expertise.

Workshops covered diverse techniques, including Skinner Release, contact improvisation,
soundpainting, breathwork, dance improvisation, and contemporary dance. These sessions
nurtured countless amateur dance enthusiasts and professional dancers, many of whom now
work as independent dance artists and still rehearse at cakSTUDYO.

Having witnessed countless performances, ideas, concerts, projects, exhibitions, rehearsals,
applause, and sweat, the studio has always adapted to changing needs. It continues to evolve,
experiment, and remain a vital space for creativity.



cakARAZI: A Dream Carried from the City to the Beech Forests

In 2017, as Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi, we moved the dreams of our Tophane studio from the
heart of the city to the beech-covered mountains of Iznik. ¢cakARAZI is nestled in a rare,
ecologically pristine area, spanning 30 acres within the embrace of the Samanh Mountains, rich
in biodiversity and untouched by biological harm. Like ¢cakSTUDYO, ¢cakARAZI places dance at
its core while aspiring to—and actively creating—a ground for collaboration, production, and
exchange across different disciplines.

From Observation to Creation

In its early years, the company focused on basic needs—shelter, water, access roads, and
electricity—to enable land observation. After the pandemic, through collaborative projects and
grant applications, cakARAZI transitioned into a phase of research and artistic production.

A Space for Relearning and Reconnecting

¢cakARAZI offers us a playground for learning, expanding our awareness of being guests in a
place—a lesson we first learned while establishing our dance studio in Tophane. In an era where
natural resources, sustainability, and the climate crisis dominate our concerns, ¢cakARAZI
invites us to remember what we’ve forgotten: to relearn, feel, observe, smell, listen, sense, and
experiment. It opens space not just for human creativity but for dancing with other species—an
invitation to move in harmony with the more-than-human world.

I




Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi - Repertoire

2003 - Why, incu, Cima, Neden...

Candas Bas, Maral Ceranoglu, Deborah Coustols-Chatelard, Emre Celik, Mihran Tomasyan,
Melis Tuzcuoglu, Sebnem Yiiksel ve Safak Uysal ayrica Kerem Cetinel (1s1k tasarim) ve Tolga
Unaldi (didgeridoo ve ney)

2003 - Kelimeler

2004 - DAVET

Koreograf: Charles Cré-Ange

Danscilar: Candas Bas, Duygu Giingor, Emre Celik, Emre Olcay, Maral Ceranoglu, Mihran
Tomasyan

20035 - Kalon Kakon

Koreograf: Elshout/Handeler ve Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyas:

Danscilar: Ash Oztiirk, Candas Bas, Duygu Giingor, Emre Olcay, Emre Celik, Maral Ceranoglu,
Mihran Tomasyan, Istemihan Tuna, Sebnem Yiiksel

2006 - Mehmet Baris’1 Seviyor

Konsept & Koreografi: Mihran Tomasyan

Sahneleyenler: Candas Bas, Maral Ceranoglu, Duygu Gilingor, Mihran Tomasyan, Tansu
Bicer, Istemihan Tuna, Bedirhan Dehmen, Erdin¢ Anaz, Ash Oztiirk, Melih Kirag, Oykiim
Erdogan

Isik Tasarmmi: Cem Yilmazer Isik Uygulama: Sema Oztas & Ulas Yatkin

Ses & Efekt: Kerem Tiirer Video: Ezgi Kaplan

Miizik: 21 Gram soundtrack, Esma Redzepova, Ruhi Su, Eylem kayitlar



2006 - Trainspotting (CAK-Semaver Kumpanya)

2007 - Dzzzt Dzzzt

Konsept: Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi

Danscilar ve Yaratica Ekip: Duygu Gilingor, Maral Ceranoglu,Mihran Tomasyan, Serkan
Keskin, Gokhan Nasif, Gokce Giircay

Isik Tasarim: Cem Yilmazer )

Isik Uygulama: Sema Oztas, Utku Inan, Metin Celebi

Video: Ezgi Kaplan Video Uygulama: Dogus Bitecik

Ses Uygulama: Baris K, Ata Giirer Kostiim: Takuhi & Anahit

2008 - Engin-Ar (avec Cie Cdansc)

Koreografi: Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi ve C dans C

Yonlendiren — Konsept: Candas Bas

Danscilar: Amala Dianor, Ashi Oztiirk, Chloe Hernandez, Candas Bas, Duygu Giingor, Orin
Camus, Mihran Tomasyan

Miizik Direktorii: Baris K Isik Tasarim: Cem Yilmazer

2009 - Mavi (Chorégraphie: Jordi Gali / France)
Koreografi: Jordi Gali
Danscilar: Mihran Tomasyan, Maral Ceranoglu

2010 - Kontrol

Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi — Vertigo Ucus Efektleri
Koreografi/Konsept ve Yorumcu: Asli Oztiirk

Sistem Kullanimi: Cihan Kuscu

Miizik: Omer Oztiiyen/(Gevende)

2010 - Sen Balik Degilsin Ki

Fikir / Uygulama / Performans: Mihran Tomasyan

Isik Tasarimi: Cem Yilmazer, Yasin Giiltepe

Ses Uygulama: Berkant ‘Doktor’ Kilickap

Siir: Oktay Rifat “Ahmet”

Miizik: Neva Hicaz Gazel- Mahmut Celalettin, Bizdig Navag- Rouben Hakhverdian

2011 - Ters Okyanus
Fikir ve Uygulama: Duygu Giingor, Mihran Tomasyan ve Cem Yilmazer
Miizik: Michael Brook, Djivan Gasparyan ve Miles Davis’den kurgulanmistir.

2012 - Gomidas’la Yolculuk
Piyano: Ayse Tiitiincii Keman: Melikcan Zaman Fliit: Sila Gerbaga
Danscilar: Ash Oztiirk/ Biisra Firidin, Duygu Giingor, Mihran Tomasyan

2013 - Hayat Agaci (CAK- Théatre National de Freiburg)

Yazan ve Uygulayan: Anna Boger, Duygu Giingor, Viola Hasselberg, Mihran Tomasyan
Ses Efektleri ve Canli Miizik: Omer Oztiiyen

Isik Tasarimi: Cem Yilmazer Prodiiksiyon Kordinatorii: Dilek Aydin



2014 - Kiz Dogdu i
Koreografi/Konsept: Asli Oztiirk

Yaratic1 Danscilar: Biisra Firidin, Suzan Alev
Miizik: Ah! Kosmos Isik Tasarimi: Kemal Yigitcan

2014 - TUH!
Konsept — Koreografi: Melih Kirac, Mihran Tomasyan, Gokce Giircay

2015 - SAR

Konsept ve Uygulama: Mihran Tomasyan — Saro Usta

Isik Tasarim: Cem Yilmazer Isik Uygulama: Irem Avci, Yasin Giiltepe
Ses Uygulama: Berkant ‘Doktor’ Kilickap Afis: Alican Tezer

2016 - HerAnHerSeyOlabilir - Analog Klipli Konser

Konsept ve Uygulama: Giilin Kilicay, Oyki_i_m Elif Erdogan, Mihran Tomasyan
Miizik Prodiiksiyon ve Miks: Barlas Tan Ozemek

Dekor: Kolektif Dekor Uygulama: Muhtar Pattabanoglu, Mihran Tomasyan
Isik Tasarim: Cem Yilmazer

2018 - Hicbir Sey Yerinde Degil

Proje: Dr Ulrike M Vieten (Senator George J Mitchell Institute for Global Peace, Security and
Justice & School of Social Sciences, Education and Social Work)

Ortak Yapim: Queen’s University Belfast — Tiyatro Medresesi — Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi
Fikir ve Uygulama: Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi

Danscilar: Ash Oztiirk, Duygu Giingér/ Biisra Firidin, Melih Kirac, Mihran Tomasyan
Miizik: Ahmet Kenan Bilgi¢

2020- Golge Veri

Koreografi: Melih Kirac

Yaratic1 Danscilar: Ash Oztiirk, Biisra Firidin, Melih Kirag, Mihran Tomasyan

Di1s GoOz: Duygu Glingor

Isik Tasarimi ve Uygulama: Utku Kara Ses Tasarimi: Berkant ‘doktor’ Kilickap
Kostiim: Selen Hayal )

Video Goriintii Yonetmeni: Baris Ozbicer Kamera Asistani: Dmitry Mikhaylov
Kamera: Osman Nuri Iyem, Muhtar Pattabanoglu Ses: Murat Seniirkmez

Kurgu: Doruk Kaya

Arter Miizesi destegi ile

2021 - Tasidiklarimiz

Sanat Direktorii: Francisco Camacho )
Yaratic1 ekip: Mihran Tomasyan, Leyla Postalcioglu, Berke Can Ozcan
Portekiz Konsoloslugu isbirligi ve EIRA ortak yapimi

2022 - Istanbul’da Herkes Nasil?

Koreografi: Melih Kirag
Birlikte Uretim ve Performans: Melih Kirag, Mihran Tomasyan, Leyla Postalcioglu
Ses Tasarimi: Berke Can Ozcan Kostiim Tasarimi: Hilal Polat



CO-PRODUCTIONS

Sefatoryum - Camilla Rocha
Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi designed the performance 'Sefatoryum' for Istanbul Modern,
specifically created for Camilla Rocha's same-titled installation at the exhibition entrance.

On Air
Interactive Dance Performance with Live Music Konsept : Vertigo Flying Effects & Ciplak
Ayaklar Kumpanyasi, Gevende and Nerdworking

iki ileri Bi Geri
For the exhibition Domates, Biber, Patlican

HayatAgaci
Yazan ve Uygulayan: Anna Boger, Duygu Giingor, Viola Hasselberg, Mihran Tomasyan

Ses Efektleri ve Canli Miizik: Omer Oztiiyen

Cosmoception - 2023
The joint research project conducted with Akaash Odedra Company, with the support of the
British Council

Tasidiklarimiz
Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi, in collaboration with Portuguese Consulate and co-production with
EIRA

PROJECTS

-Acik Radyo ‘Ciplak Ayaklar’la Dans’ programi (2011-2021)
-Ciplak Ayaklar’la Herkes icin Dans / PODCAST 2021
-Stiidyodan Ses Kayitlar: (soundcloud music archive)
-Phd dans Festivali (2005)

-istanbuldans Festivali (2008)

-CAK 10. Y1l Etkinlikleri (2013)

-Diis Ortaklig: Giinleri (2019)

-Arazi Bulusmalar: Etkinligi (2018)

-L’ancontre - Charles Cre Ange (2006)

-Piece A Conviction- Charles Cre Ange (2007)

-E pur si Muove - Eira (2018)

-Acele Etmeden- Cie YMA (2019)

-Ingo Reulecke (2018)

-Gevende - Saint Antuan Kilisesi Konseri

-SARP (2023-2024)

-CAK 20. Y1l SALT “Sahnede 90’lar” etkinlikleri
-Bilmedigim Yerler 1-2 / 2024

-Dansta Kisa Dalgalar 1-2-3-4 / 2024

-Dogaclama Dans Gosterisi / 2024

-Bagka Tiirlii Seyler / 2024

-¢cakSTUDYO’da “3 Soru 3 Cevap” (since 2023)
-cakARAZI KOMSULARI (since 2024)



cakSTUDYO 2023-2025 Season Activities
Supported Independent Artists and Groups

Ali Farkhonde / Alara Erdem / Ash Melisa Uzun / B.E.A / Baris Arman / Bedirhan Dehmen /
Berkant Kilickap (DOK) / Beste Demir / Can Etterlin / Cansu Ergin / Deniz Alnitemiz / Dicle
Dogan / Diren Ezgi Yildizkan / Ekin Ancel / Ekin Once / Filiz Sizanh / Furkan Yilmaz / Gamze
Yaman / Gevende / Gizem Aksu / Giilseren Cizdan / Halil Ibrahim Aygiin / Ilayda Evgin /
Ilayda Kolayli / Kaan Akkaya / Lalalar / Melike Ersoy / Mustafa Kaplan / Nadir Sonmez / Nazh
Durak / Nazh Tecimer / Saye Ozcelik / Tophane Noise Band / Tuz Biber / Yunus Emre Sahin,
CATI Dans/ Sanatci Mentorluk Programi/ Alan ve Sunum Destegi

ATTA Festivali - Fringe Festivali/ Prova alani destegi, ONUR HAFTASI etkinlikleri/ Atolye
alan1 destegi

Supported Productions

Basmaa Seiba - Tartus

Ekin Tunceli - heartquake

Esme Madra, Biisra Albayrak - Tropikal Kapisi

Gizem Seckin - A single lace floating in space

Gokece Uygun - Endophasia

Giilce Ugurlu - Yas Dedigin

Tlayda Ipekei - Iki iyilikten biri / Iceriye attilar icimize atmadik
Mete Balyan - PLASTIK TUTUM_ POST-MORTEM PUNK ve yas (hamlet)
Selim Cizdan - Experimental break down

Siva Canbazoglu - a.tangible.blue

Tiyatro .zip - Havuz

Ufuk Fakioglu - Yokmus Gibi

2023—2025 Ciplak Ayaklar Company Performed Repertoire and Venues Visited

Tasidiklarimiz

ENKA Acikhava Sahnesi, Alan Kadikdy, Moda Sahnesi, Bursa Tayyare Kiiltiir Merkezi, Tahran,
Koc¢ Universitesi, 43. Fadjr International Theatre Festival, Sisli Nazim Hikmet Kiiltiir Merkezi,
Vecihi Hiirkus Hava Miizesi/ Eskisehir, Kiilt Kavaklidere/ Ankara, Bergama Tiyatro Festivali
Sar

Briiksel, Isvec, Istanbul

Sen Balik Degilsin ki )

Stockholm Fringe Festival, Beyoglu Atlas Sinema Miizei, eksibireksibir, Istanbul



cakARAZIi PROJECTS

-Cosmoseption

-Platform construction

-Residency cabin construction
-Company camps

-Ciplak Ayaklar Route by Dicle Dogan
-Tree Planting

SARP (Samanhi ART and PROTECTION)

SARP, formed through a partnership between Kayimmormani Association and Ciplak Ayaklar
Kumpanyasi (CAK), aims to develop a deeper understanding of rural ecosystems. Through
collaborations with experts, the program collects data on local vegetation, medicinal plants,
fungi, animal biodiversity, and nature conservation. Seeking to build meaningful connections
between art and nature, SARP shares these findings with both rural and urban communities
through field studies, exhibitions, and presentations of artistic observations. These activities aim
to initiate dialogue about environmental protection, sustainability, and the intersection of art
and ecology, while inspiring positive transformation and renewed commitment toward nature.



Supports received by Ciplak Ayaklar Kumpanyasi:

IKSV Engin Cezzar/ Giilriz Sururi Vakfi - 2021

Goethe International Relief Fund / CAK in Open Air 2022

SAHA 2022

Avrupa Birligi Projesi CultureCIVIC Kiiltiir Sanat Destek Programi/ Yapisal Fon 2023
The SARP Project, in which cakArazi collaborates with the Kayimnormani Association, is

part of the VAHA/SARP initiative—an undertaking by Anadolu Kiiltiir and zusa, funded
by Stiftung Mercator and the European Cultural Foundation.

CONTACT and MEDIA

Web address: www.ciplakayaklar.com

YOUTUBE
https://www.youtube.com/@cplakayaklarkumpanvasiss7

INSTAGRAM
https://www.instagram.com/ciplakavaklarkumpanvasi

TUMBLR/ cakARAZI
https://www.tumblr.com/cakarazi

E-mail: ciplakavaklar@gmail.com

Addres: Firuzaga mah. Cukur Cuma cad. No:6/3 Beyoglu/ Istanbul


http://www.ciplakayaklar.com
https://www.youtube.com/@cplakayaklarkumpanyas1557
https://www.instagram.com/ciplakayaklarkumpanyasi/
https://www.tumblr.com/cakarazi
mailto:ciplakayaklar@gmail.com

cakARAZI Gatherings




cakARAZI/ Tree Planting

cakEV/ IZNIiK Samanh daglar
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